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The child in the center — how?

Comparison of child-center perception at the Democratic Education and Waldorf

Education
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Abstract:

At the beginning of the Enlightenment era and especially during the 20th century we
witness many thinkers, scholars and educators putting this approach at the center of
their educational doctrine. This approach has many practical applications in the
frameworks of alternative education. Two prominent in their presence in lIsrael,
beginning in the 1980s, are democratic education and Waldorf education
(anthroposophical education). The article examines the child's center approach
historically and then shows its conceptual roots and applications in these two
alternative educational streams. The article shows that the same conceptual approach
is applied in entirely different forms in democratic education and waldorf education,
and that this stems from the different conceptual-spiritual view in each approach. The
paper also presents alumni studies of these two educational approaches, which show

similar results, and attempts to ascertain the significance of this similarity.
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